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Abstract

The institution of the family, from the perspective of Islamic
jurisprudence, stands as the most fundamental socia unit and
the cradle for individual and social identity formation; managin

it necessitates a structured system of responsibility an

governance. Verse YYof Surah An-Nisa serves as a primary
Quranic reference in this domain, introducing the concept of
*Qawwamah* (guardianship/leadership) within the framework
of family dynamics. However, there remains a divergence of
opinion among exegetes and jurists regarding the essence and
scope of this concept; while some construe it as a form of
authority and administrative dominance, others interpret it as an
executive responsibility rooted in economic and manageria
capacity. The significance of this inquiry is amplified during
post-war scenarios and socia crises, wherein the family
structure may be disrupted due to the absence of a guardian or
their inability to maintain economic and manageria stability.
Employing an anaytica-jurisprudential approach, this study
relies on Verse YYof Surah An-Nisa and the foundations of
Islamic family law to examine the concept of Qawwamah, the
extent of a family head’s authority, and the role of social
ingtitutions in intervention. The findings suggest that
Qawwamah denotes an administrative responsibility for
managing the family rather than absolute dominance.
Furthermore, protective intervention by social institutions is
justifiable in cases of dysfunction, provided that the autonomy
of the family unit is preserved.

Keywords. Islamic Family Jurisprudence, Qawwamah, Post-

war Conditions, Family Governance, Social Institutions.
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